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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 JAKART 02608 280923Z 
ACTION NASA-02 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO OES-07 EB-08 AID-05 AGRE-00 
/035 W 

060409 281012Z/14 

P 280832Z FEB 78 

FM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7079 

UNCLAS JAKARTA 2608 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TATT, SENV, ID 

SUBJ: INDONESIAN REQUEST FOR IMAGERY FROM LATEST LANDSAT-C 

1 . AIR MARSHAL J. SALATUN, CHAIRMAN OF THE INDONESIAN AERO- 
NAUTICS AND SPACE INSTUTUTE(LAPAN), HAS WRITTEN TO AMBASSADOR 
REQUESTING HELP IN OBTAINING NASA APPROVAL OF AN INDONESIAN 
REQUESTFOR IMAGERY FROM LANDSAT-C SCHEDULED FOR LAUNCHING 
IN MARCH 1978. IN HIS LETTER.MARSHAL SALATUN REFERS TO 

PLANS TO USE THE SATELLITE IMAGERY IN EVALUATING EROSION AND 
DEFORESTATION PROBLEMS ON JAVA. 

2. WE ARE NOT IN A POSITION TO EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 
SATELLITE IMAGERY IN STUDYING SUCH PROBLEMS, BUT THESE ARE 
VERY SERIOUS PROBLEMS HER ON JAVA AND THEY SERIOUSLY AFFECT 
THE LIVES OF TENS OF MILLIONS OF INDONESIA'S POOREST PEOPLE. 

IF SATELLITE IMAGERY CAN BE USEFUL IN STUDYING AND INDICATING 
POSSIBLE MEANS OF SOLVING THESE PROBLEMS, WE BELIEVE THE 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD URGE NASA TO GIVE FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION TO 
THE INDONESIAN PROPOSAL. 
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